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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MATERIALS ON INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS 
CONTROL 

REF: STATE 201547 

AS REQUESTED REFTEL, EMBASSY TRANSMITS REVISED TEXT OF 
STATEMENT ON BELGIUM: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DURING RECENT YEARS BELGIUM HAS BECOME A SIGNIFICANT 
TRANSSHIPMENT POINT FOR SOUTHEAST ASIAN HEROIN EN ROUTE 
TO THE ILLICIT MARKET IN AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND. OVER 40 
KILOGRAMS OF HEROIN ARRIVING FROM THE FAR EAST WERE SEIZED 
AT BRUSSELS SAVENTEM AIRPORT DURING THE FIRST EIGHT MONTHS 
OF 1978. 

INVESTIGATION FOLLOWING A RECENT SEIZURE IN BRUSSELS OF 
24.5 KILOGRAMS OF PURE COCAINE ESTABLISHED THAT THE CAPI- 
TAL CITY WAS THE SEAT OF A MAJOR COCAINE DISTRIBUTION RING 
SUPPLYINGTRAFFICKERS IN OTHER WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 

IN SPITE OF THE LARGE QUANTITIES OF HARD DRUGS SEIZED 
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WITHIN ITS BORDERS, BELGIUM'S ADDICT POPULATION HAS RISEN 
ONLY SLIGHTLY AND HAS STABILIZED AT A RELATIVELY LOW 
LEVEL. 

MARIHUANA AND HASHISH ARE THE MOST COMMONLY ABUSED DRUGS. 

ALTHOUGH THE DRUG PROBLEM HAS NOT YET REACHED MAJOR PRO- 
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PORTIONS, LOCAL AUTHORITIES ARE CONCERNED THAT THE 
WIDESPREAD AVAILABILITY OF DRUGS OF ALL KINDS IN THE 
NETHERLANDS WILL SOONER OR LATER SPREAD INTO BELGIUM. 

DRUG CONTROL EFFORTS. 

THE BELGIAN NARCOTICS AND DANGEROUS DRUG LAWS, WHICH CAME 
INTO EFFECT IN OCTOBER 1975, DO NOT DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 
HARD AND SOFT DRUGS. THE LAW PROVIDES FOR CRIMINAL 
PENALTIES RANGING FROM 3 MONTHS TO FIVE YEARS AND/OR A 
FINE OF $32 TO $32,000 FOR ANYONE WHO IMPORTS, EXPORTS, 
FABRICATES, TRANSPORTS, POSSESSES OR SELLS ILLICIT DRUGS. 
PROVISIONS FOR MORE SEVERE PENALTIES (20 YEARS OR HARD 
LABOR) EXIST IN CASES INVOLVING THE SALE OF DRUGS TO A 
MINOR OR OF BEING FOUND GUILTY OF BEING A PARTY TO 
ORGANIZED DRUG TRAFFIC. 

A LEGISLATIVE EFFORT TO PROVIDE FOR REHABILITATION OF 
DRUG USERS FAILED LARGELY BECAUSE OF A RELUCTANCE TO 
FINANCE THE NECESSARY REHABILITATION EFFORTS. 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT IS THE SHARED RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
GENDARMERIE, JUDICIAL POLICE AND CITY POLICE UNITS. THE 
BUREAU OF CRIMINAL INFORMATION, ESTABLISHED IN 1971 UNDER 
THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, ALSO ASSISTS THE ABOVE AGENCIES 
BY PROVIDING THEM WITH DRUG RELATED INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTED BY WAY OF UNDERCOVER PENETRATION AND/OR 
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INFORMANTS. EXTENSIVE TRAINING PROVIDED BY THE DRUG EN- 
FORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVING BELGIAN DRUG ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS. 
INTER-AGENCY RIVALRY, HOWEVER, CONTINUES TO HAMPER THEIR 
EFFECTIVENESS. 

BELGIUM HAS NOT YET RATIFIED THE PROTOCOL TO AMEND THE 
1961 SINGLE CONVENTION OR THE CONVENTION ON PSYCHOTROPIC 
DRUGS. THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED THAT, STARTING IN 1977, 
ANNUAL PLEDGES OF $26,300 WOULD BE MADE TO THE UN FUND 
FOR DRUG ABUSE CONTROL. 

U.S. PROGRAMS. 

THE BELGIANS HAVE CLEARLY INDICATED THAT THEY WANT A MORE 
EFFECTIVE DRUG ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM, AND ARE CONTINUING 
TO COOPERATE WITH THE USG, OTHER GOVERNMENTS, AND INTER 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO ACHIEVE THIS GOAL. 

THREE GENDARMERIE OFFICIALS AND ONE JUDICIAL POLICE 
OFFICER HAVE RECEIVED DEA INSTRUCTOR TRAINING IN THE 
UNITED STATES. THIS IS VIEWED AS FIRST STEP IN GOVERN- 
MENT RAISING THE LEVEL OF ITS OWN DRUG ENFORCEMENT TRAIN 
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ING CAPABILITY. THE OFFICERS, WITH ASSISTANCE FROM DEA, 
ARE SCHEDULED TO CONDUCT THEIR FIRST TWO-WEEK CLASS 
IN AUGUST 1978. 

A DEA TRAINING PROGRAM ORIENTED TOWARD INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS IS ALSO SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 
1978. FIFTEEN POLICE AND GENDARMERIE MID-LEVEL OFFICIALS 
WILL ATTEND. 

TWO DEA REPRESENTATIVES AND A U.S. CUSTOMS ATTACHE ARE 
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